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In March 2017 we flew to Bologna for three nights with 
Cyril & Viv staying in the heart of the medieval old city 


wees BOLOGNA 


“prayed to be transported to heaven 


iw style but thts is so Last year” 


Photo History , eareca 


BOLOGNA 


The Modernissimo cinema was inau- 
gurated in 1915 and was shut down 
ten years ago after being one of the 
most popular places of the city, for- 
merly called Cinema Arcobaleno. 
Now, it is about to come back to life, 
thanks to a fund of 3.5 million Euro 
financed by the municipality of 
Bolgna and others 
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Gian Luca Farinelli , Director of the 
Cineteca, told us that before the War, 
the Ronzani Palace was an emblem of 


modernity, giving new life to Bolo- 
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gna. It was a cultural meeting place 
where there was a coffee shop, a 
cinema and a theater. He said that 
the renovation project of the former 


Arcobaleno cinema is an outstanding = 
cultural project for the city. Once it % MODERNI/IMO 
has been redeveloped and opened to cai Valin «sSNA 


the public, the new "Modernissimo 
Cinema" will boast the Cineteca's film 
collection, alongside the festival enti- 
tled // Cinema Ritrovato (New Found 
Cinema) which animates Piazza Mag- 
giore every summer. 
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Fun for the kids catching the bubbles 
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A sudden downpour cleared the normally very crowded square 
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Between the 12th and the 13th century, the number of towers in the city was very high, possibly up to 
180 . The reasons for the construction of so many towers are not clear. One hypothesis is that the richest 
families used them for offensive/defensive purposes Of the numerous towers originally present, fewer 
than twenty can still be seen today. Among the remaining ones are the famous Two Towers: the Asinelli 
Tower (97 m) and the Garisenda Tower (48 m). 


The construction of the towers was quite onerous, the usage of serfs notwithstanding. To build a typical 
tower with a height of 60 m would have required between three and 10 years of work. 


Each tower had a square cross-section with foundations between five and ten meters deep, reinforced by 
poles hammered into the ground and covered with pebbles and lime. The remaining walls became succes- 
sively thinner and lighter the higher the structure was raised, and were made in so-called "a sacco" ma- 
sonry: with a thick inner wall and a thinner outer wall, with the gap being filled with stones and mortar. 
Usually, some holes were left in the outer wall as well as bigger hollows in the selenite to support 
scaffoldings and to allow for later coverings and constructions, generally in wood 


The towers must actually have crowded Bologna in the middle ages and there has been considerable de- 
bate about their peak number before the first ones were demolished to avoid collapse or for other rea- 
sons. Estimates givethe number to a total between 80 and 100, but not all towers existed at the same 
time. These two towers are located at the intersection of the roads that lead to the five gates of the old 
ring wall (mura dei torresotti). It was located at the site of the early medieval Gate to the Via Emilia, The 
taller tower is called the Asinelli while the smaller but more leaning tower is called the Garisenda. 
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Mercato delle Erbe is actually hundreds of years old! During the middle ages, food vendors would line up 
in Piazza Maggiore and the streets nearby every day, offering an array of vegetables, fruit, poultry, salami, 
cheese and wine to the Bolognese people of that era. Students, professors, intellectuals, craftsmen and 
traders frequented these markets often to buy their daily sustenance, while innkeepers came to stock up 
bread, wine, and cheese to feed their of hungry customers 


Mercato delle Erbe — whose name means herb market — was originally located in Piazza de’ Marchi near 
the Church of San Francesco and only sold vegetables and herbs in the beginning. During the early 1900s, 
the city of Bologna requested that Mercato dell’Erbe be transferred elsewhere as the government needed 
the property for other projects. In 1910, a new indoor market was constructed at the end of Via Ugo Bassi 
using the foundation of an old church. One of the tasks of the market was to lighten the heavy crowds of 
peasants away from the popular Malpighi Square. 


During World War II, much of Bologna was bombed and destroyed, particularly the area near Via Marconi 
and Mercato delle Erbe. The market was forced to close for several years during the war period. Following 
the devastation, the market was restored and reopened in 1949. Today the market is still standing and 
can be accessed from Via Ugo Bassi and Via Belvedere. 
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Wonderful market displays 


of fresh fruit and vegetables 
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He patiently explained to us how locals eat the 


small artichokes...once trimmed they are driz- 
zled with olive oil, sea salt and balsamic vine- 


gar. 


We too some back and they were delicious 


Cn 


enti ll 


a= 


hem 


Photo History 


19 


We walked to the city wall. This is the Porta 
Galliera above the Parco Della Montagnola 


Pe. 


The Colonnades are a 
beautiful architectural 
feature of Bologna 


Photo History 
.... probably only in Bologna would one see a 


whole shop dedicated to mushrooms 
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Morandi Museum had a varied array of art 


Projected images on the ceiling 
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Wee Morandi Museum also featured Catherine Wagner who 


Photo History was influenced by the artwork of Giorgio Morandi 


These are two of her 
works based on his art 


This is a photo | managed to 
take based on the shadows 
from the art work above. The 
shadows are visible on the 


wall and it influenced my 


photo in the same way that 
Catherine Wagner was influ- 
enced by Giorgio Morandi 
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Interesting angles 


Every city has its down and outs but these guys 
enna) seem to have chosen a pretty attractive location 
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Every fish lover will totally enjoy this corner of the market 


where fish was displayed and freshly cooked to order 


Simple fish dishes simply 
served....and delicious 
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Bologna smiles 


...*these are not exactly the words that Cyril 
used , but the general meaning was the same 


.” oh, kind sir, please be 
kind enough to go away and 
leave us to enjoy our coffee* 
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The young lady 
on the first floor 
was busy rolling 
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The old Jewish quarter 
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VIA VALDONICA 


EX GHETTO EBRA! 


() PIAZZA RAVEGNANA 
(W MUSEO EBRAICO 
fl torre ucuzzoni 
O EXSINAGOGA 


Ex Ghetto 
@Bologna fi 
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hetto degli ebrei fu scelta la zona attorno al pri 
ali vie Zamboni e Oberdan. Era costituito da! 


mo insediamento del XIV sec. in via De’ Giudei, 
lle vie dei Giudei, dell'Inferno, Canonica, del 
bbe, via del Ghetto, (ora vicolo Mandria). ll ghetto venne effettivamente chiuso 
legli ostacoli e resistenze a trasferirsi altrove poste dalle famiglie cristiane 
Nove furono i punti stabiliti da sbarrare con porte e muraglie. Qui un alto 
gio da via Canonica a via Zamboni (un tempo via S.Donato). 
forma urbis” di quest’area, suggerisce una mano aperta: simbolo della sua vocazione artigianale. 
en what now is via Zamboni and via Oberdan. is the section selected 
ic ate the first Jewish settlement. It inclu Giudei, via 
2, via del Carro, vicolo S. Giobbe, via del Gh 
closed in this area in ecause Of th 
10 had homes here, and moved elsewh 
> be shut with doors and walls. A high wall ¢ 
(for via San Donato) 


ape of the former Jewish Ghetto represents 
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Primavera - Estate 2017 
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VIA 3 
CASTIGLIONE. 
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Phove HiaOry Tammy & Ben enjoying Forty Hall walled garden in March 2017 


Blossom everywhere 


“In March our Berlin family stayed with us for a great weekend and lynn 
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Photo History 
and | took them on an exhausting three days of very different locations 
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Fun on the tube 


jgreat busker 
in Trafalgar 
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A lovely hot day. Walk through the city, lunch in a pub. DLR to Island Gardens, footpath 
under Thames to Greenwich and then climbing the hill to enjoy this view from Greenwich 
Observatory over London 
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Crowded and touristy .. The 
Cutty Sark in Greenwich 


Enjoying a great relax- 


ing picnic in the gardens 
in Cabot Square’ in 
Docklands 
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